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Introduction
How do we bring today’s news, issues, and celebrations to children’s
attention and engage them in problem solving and action? This lesson
helps children make sense of current events and stories they find in
newspapers and magazines or on news websites.

Supplies

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Children will:

• identify current events photographs of interest;
• extract insights about current events in their community;
• create a modification of the visual based on what they know about current
events so they can develop a visual argument for action; and

Prepare

• Magazines, newspapers, and media
with current events images
• Drawing paper
• Crayola colored pencils
• Crayola markers
• Scissors
• Tape

Have children find a space to work that is away from
heavily trafficked areas and in a place where they can
safely work with art materials.

• present their work, listen to responses for feedback, and modify the image
for clarity and impact.

Vocabulary
observe
current events
photograph
magazine

newspaper
media
change
argument

call to action
clarity
impact

Essential Questions

TM

Applying
SEEK to
this Lesson

What do you see?
Why do you say th
at?
What is the evide
nce?
What decisions did
the
artist make? Why
?
What do you know
?
What else do you
want

• How do visual messages impact behaviors? What
characteristics in art or news stories draw attention to a
message?

Ask children to
choose an image
from a current events
news report and look
closely at the visual
while discussing the
SEEK questions.

• What skills can be strengthened by examining news about
current events?

SEE: What does the image show? What current events story

Guiding Questions

EVIDENCE: What specific objects and words in the image

• How do community members learn about current events?
• How do people determine what current events information is
real and what is important?

• Which images about current events are most compelling?
• How do inquiry and inference build understanding of the main message?

to know?

does the image pertain to?

relate directly to this news story?

EXPLAIN: How did the photographer’s or artist’s choices of

• What action could be taken toward solving the underlying problem of the
current events story?

composition, proportions, and colors help to convey the main
idea and provide supporting details?

• What visual art strategies could draw attention to a poster or sign that
would convey the main message?

KNOW: What is known about the big problem or issue? What

• After sharing the artwork with others, what changes would you make
based on their suggestions?

else do we want to know?
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Look for powerful images from a current events story in print or online media. Analyze that image
to identify effective art strategies that convey the message or show the problem and use these
insights to create a persuasive art poster or sign.
• Use the SEEKTM questions to explore the chosen image.
• Have children think about a solution to the problem and then create a poster or sign to remind
themselves and others of the action that would help, which is often described as the call to action.
• Consider the photographer’s or artist’s composition. What is in the image and how do colors and
proportions influence viewers and draw attention to parts of the art? Experiment with different
sizes of objects and types of lines as well as various colors to see which help express your message.
• Decide if the artwork will be a wall poster, a hanging sign to serve as a reminder, or a small note posted
on the refrigerator or a bulletin board.
• Sketch a practice draft first, experimenting with how to emphasize the most important words and
visual components. Refine the sketch to create a finished project that can be shared.

• Identify an audience, such as a family member or neighbor. Remember that work can be shared electronically
by sending a photo or using a phone app like FaceTime.
• Select key messages to convey to the audience and plan the presentation.
• Present the work and invite questions and suggestions.
• Consider revisions or extensions of the work as a result of feedback.

Have children respond to:
• the original media image using SEEK questions;
• their work as it develops, stepping back to be sure the big idea is clearly shown in words and pictures;
• feedback from others by revising and deepening the work; and
• suggestions for where to display the poster or sign.

• Have children think about ways they can connect with others even when they are far apart. How could they use phones
or other digital devices to share ideas and images and respond to others’ work?
• Ask children to connect this lesson to the work done by news reporters, photojournalists, and graphic illustrators. Find
additional examples of current events images that demonstrate different ways messages can be visualized.

ren
For Younger Child

opriate. Focus
s that are age appr
• Select news storie
g children can
solutions that youn
on situations and
handwashing as a
t upon, for example
understand and ac
read of germs.
way to halt the sp
rds and may use
are sounding out wo
ility
• Beginning writers
monstrates their ab
which is fine. It de
t
no
do
ey
invented spelling,
th
though
present words even
e
rib
sc
a
e
lik
to phonetically re
ey would
ct spelling. Ask if th
.
yet know the corre
rd
of the wo
traditional spelling
to show them the

For Older Children

• Have children identify
issues in the communit
y that
might warrant a call to act
ion. These can include litt
ering,
recycling, composting, hea
lthy eating, exercise, and
so on.
Consider what informatio
n and images would be eff
ect
ive
and where the posters mig
ht be placed.
• Help children use measu
rement when creating the
outline. They can decid
e on the sizes of text and
images
when planning how to org
anize the big idea, suppo
rting
ideas, and small details.
• Have children use digital
communication to work
with the
teacher or peers to sha
re planning ideas and/or
com
pleted
posters/signs and to cre
ate an online opportunit
y
to
respond to each other’s
work.
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Child
Reflections

Adult
Reflections

• How were the SEEKTM questions helpful
in reading the media images?

• What parts of our remote connections
worked well? What should we try to
improve?

• How do the art elements used in
the images help communicate a main
message?
• Describe how the poster’s words and
images were chosen.
• When is it helpful to receive feedback
from others during the creative process?
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• What challenges were encountered as
children worked on real-world current
events?
• Which objectives, essential questions,
and guiding questions were most
helpful?

• What other current events need action
that can be explained on a poster?

Standards and Skill Development

Educational standards outline what children should know and be able to do. Standards frame the important
concepts and skills so educators and families can sequentially challenge children and take their level of
understanding to new heights. This lesson addresses the following standards:

LANGUAGE ARTS

SCIENCE

• Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text—including
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings—and
analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

• Participate in shared research and writing projects.

• Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and through written
words.

• Identify the purpose and main message being conveyed by an
artwork.

• Determine central ideas or themes of a text; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital
sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and
integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
• Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to
express information and enhance understanding of presentations.

VISUAL ARTS

• Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current interests and
concerns that could be investigated in art making.
• Organize and develop artistic ideas and works.
• Connect artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and
historical context to deepen understanding.
• Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

MATHEMATICS

• Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or
weight. Describe several measurable attributes of a single object.
• Analyze, compare, create, and compose shapes.

Making Thinking Visible
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• Make observations and measurements to identify materials based
on their properties.

• Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria.

